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BLANCANEAUX LODGE,
BELIZE

‘The ceiling fans that churn jungle air in-
sidde the bar at Blancaneaux Lodge once
chased heat on the set of A pocrfybse Now—
no surprise, since Blancaneaux’s owner is
Francis Ford Coppola, the movie's direc-
tor. Bur Coppola and his wife, Eleanor,
have brought more than juse film lore to
this Belizean jungle recrear secluded in
cool mountain forest two-and-a-half hours
west of Belize Ciry. Five villas are de-
signed in primitive style, with painted
carved animals, Spanish Colonial antiques,
and Japanese baths. Stuceco and bamboo
living rooms open to the Pnvassion River,
where warerfalls thunder into limestone
pocls lined with tger fermns. Setle i a villa or
one of seven all-wood
cabanas, part of the
onginal 1960s lodge,
thar seem buile into the
treess, Mear Blncaneix
theres canocingand cav-
gz (Chechiemn ha Cave
has intace Mavan por-
terv), and the 166-
square-mile  Mavan
kingdom of Caracol,
where enommis crinm-
blingremplesand dorens
of ancient oombs smoul-
derin the jungle hear Al-
most apocalvpric. De-
cember through April,
doubles cost 3160 for
cabanas and $300 for
villas. The Coppaola
family’s villas are avail-
able on request (3300 -
$450). There are also
twi large Indge rooms thar share a bath; rares
are $93, Call 800-223-0832, —STAEY RITL

COCONUT BEACH RAINFOREST
RESORT, AUSTRALIA

[f your think of the Australian color scheme
as mostly red and ocher, try a visic o Cape
Tribulation, a 2.5-hour drive norch of
Cairns. Green, gold, and blue predomi-
nate as a tidal wave of tropical foliage
sweeps down from the hillsides of F™NO)
(Far North Queensland) and runs smack
into 4 cordon of brilliant sand. Juse off-
shore, the Grear Barrier Reef hegins, All
but hidden in these rainforest-covered
hills, the breezy villas of Coconur Beach
Rainforest Resore are like eco-playnooms
for adults—as close o the biodiversity as
vou can get short of simply climbing a mee.
Each deluxe, polished-wood unirt has an
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open wall vawning into the greenery, which,
when you think about the 100 million-plus
vears of continuous growth, becomes as
compelling ro stare ac as TV, All night
there’s the buze of industrious cicadas and a
serambling of marsupials beyond the
screened windows, and who needs coffee
when at sunnse you'll be jump-started by a
demented chorus of rosellas?

By day, pick your way throngh the ferile
forest, keeping an eve out for the odd ten-
vard-long python; then hop a catamaran
out to Mackay Cay, one of the rchest ma-
rine sites on the Barnier Reef, Just below
the surface, the blue waters explode into a
blur of flucrescent fish, sculpred coral
canvons, and rookeries of giant clams
whose velver-lipped mouths close righe

western Honduras mighe be the steaming
cup of locallv-prown coffee served each
morming with fried plantains and corn tor-
tillas. The Casa’s eighr rooms are minimal
and airv—vaulted ceilings, anrique fans,
prcture windows, cool tile floors (doubles,
338: 011-504-52-72-74). In proprictor
Howard Rosenzweig's library you can
bone up on Mavan art before hiking o the
ruins of Copdn a kilometer away, He also
arranges hiking erips chrough the Montafa
del ."iillf_{d cloud forest or birding tours to
El Jaral Lake, whene 5,000 herons nest each
evening. —PAUL KVINTA

PEPONIHOTEL.KENYA

Don’t come looking for beach-vollevhall

tournaments or bathtob-sized banana
daiquinis at Peponi Horel
on Kenva'’s Lamu Island.
This whitewashed, Moor-
ish-stvle fortress, perched
0n an outcroppng above
an Indian Ocean channel,
harks back o the refined
glories of the Arabian-
Swahili empire cthar floue-
ished along Africa’s cast
coast nearly 300 vears
ago, Scattered across two
acres of bougainvillea,
palm trees, and mani-
cured lawns, Peponi’s 24
cottages could have been
concocred by a Swahili
Martha Stewart: white-
washed ceilings support-
ed by dark mangrove
beams, Moorish arch-

A rainforest treehouse, a mountain hacienda, an

old seaside fort — sometimes the best hideaways

are the ones you're least likely to hear about

whenever vou brush their “tongues.” Dou-
bles are US$222, including buffer breakfast
call 011-61-70-98-0033. —TOMY PERROTTET

CASA DE CAFE B&B,
HONDURAS

As it did for the Mavan kings who once
ruled here, the sun plavs a critical role for
guests at the Casa de Café in Copdn, Hon-
duras. Folks sink into hammocks in the
Clasa’s trropical garden and track the sun as
it melts into the purple mountains of
Guatemala. The only thing superior to the
sunsets at this terra-cotta-walled villa in

ways, four-poster teakwood beds, Arabic
chesrs, and coral-pink rile floors. When not
basking in vour personal sheikdom, you
can take a full-moon cruise on an old
wooden sailling dhow, windsurf the chan-
nel, wander the eight miles of empry
beaches, and sample the alleywavs of
nearby Lamu town, a labyrinth of braying
Todos Santos lnn: ruing of Copan, Honduras; Ha-
clonda Zuleta's main courtyard: La Roserale
Hotel; The Dld Fort Hotel, Bequia; Blue Lake
Hanch, Colorado; Blancandaux Lodge, Belize; Co-

canut Beach Rainforast Resort Walk: Pépanl

Hotel, Lamu Island [clockwise from top left):
Hotel Mocking Bird Hill, Jamaica (bottom center).
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donkeys, sixteenth-century moscues, and shops selling cloves and
other spices. Double rooms are $270 per night with all meals; 5200
with breakfast only. Call 011-254-121-33154. =JOSHUA HAMMER

HACIENDA ZULETA. ECUADOR

Surprising, isn't it, how often you can work the conversation
around to the fact thar vou've slepe in a house that belongs to the
presidential family? Mever mind thar this particular president,
Ecuador’s Galo Plaza Lasso, has been out of office since 1952, His
descendants will ereat vou like a member of the family ar Hacien-
da Zulera, a historic retreat in the Andean cloud forest abour two
and a half hours northeast of Quito. The adobe hacienda, buile in
1691, is the centerpiece ofa 4,000-acre working Farm that includes
a dairy, cheese factory, organic garden, tree nursery, troot farm,
embroidery workshop, and condor-raising project. Most guests
saddle up one of 90 horses and ride our through pine and euca-
bypius forests and high-altitude grasslands ro pre-Inca archacolog-
ical sites amid magnificent voleano views. You can also hike,
evele, or take tours to neasby indigenous villages. The nine guest
rooms are appointed with Spanish Colonial antique furniture,
down comforters, and linens embroidered by local Indian
women. And unlike in the LS., vou don't have o make a polio-
cal donation to sleep at the president’s house. Rates are $150 per
person per night, which includes all meals, taxes, and activities at
the hacienda; book via e-mail {alponce@uio.satnet.net) or fax
(111 1-593-256-4445), Equitour (S00-345-0019) offers a seven-night
package for $1,650 thar includes rwo nights in Cuitn, five nights
at the hacienda, all meals, local transportation and transfers, a tour
of Quita, and shopping tours to Indian communitics.  —B0B PATHE

LAROSERAIE HOTEL RESIDENCE CLUBE,
MOROCCO

You're Iving beside a pool. drink in hand, surrounded by hundreds
of red, vellow, and pink roses and gazing at the snow-capped peaks
of the High Atlas, North Africa’s highest mountains. It's La
Roseraie, a former French count’s hunting lodge micked into the
foothills of Val d’'Ouirgane an hour-and-a-half southeast of Mar-
rakech, Rooms are larnge and breezy, with cool Islamic tile floors and
simple wooden fumishings, and there’s a wonderful dameeare, 2 Mo-
roccan steam bath, An hour's hike brings vou to the village of Te-
zlich, where you can sip Berber tea with the villagers. You can
tackle Toubkal, ar 13,661 feet Morocco's highest mountain, or
ride horseback through hills where only an ancient goatherd and
her flock roam like extras in some biblical movie, Rares are about
$57 per person: call 011-212-4-43-91-28, —EVERETT POTTER

THE OLDFORT HOTEL. BEQUIA

Cheemar Schaedle, the German perfectionist who owns the Old
Fart Hotel, first stumbled on Bequia in 1978 during a round-the-
waorld vachting expedition. With his wife and three children, he
spent several idvllic Swiss-Family-Robinson vears rebuilding an
cighteenth-century fortified plantation house; today the place has
six guest rooms decorated with Scandinavian-seyle furnishings,
lush gardens. and three pools of varying sizes. The property sits
above the cliffs on the island’s east coast, with expansive views of
some 25 neighboring islands. Ir's a ten-minure walk down to two
little-used coves for swimming, and a two-mile walk o the main
harbor. The Old Fore also happens o house Beguia's finest
restaurant. As we sampled the wild mushrooms thar Otwmar had
gathered that moming, lights owinkled in the garden foliage, fire-
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light from the dining room’s fireplace flickered on stone walls,
and Billie Holliday sang about covering the waterfront. When we
ordered herb tea, the ever-accommodating Otmar disappeared
into his garden with a flashlighe and knife, recurning wich soursap,
sugar apple, and a bayleaf. Doubles cost $160 December 15-April
15, $130 in the off-season. Call 809-458-3440, ~THURSTON CLARNE

TODOS SANTOS INN. MEXICO

Like the setting of a Gabriel Garcia Mdrquez novel, the brick and
adobe walls of the tiny Todos Santos Inn echo with the possibili-
v something magical could happen here. If not magical, certainly
legendary: Durng the 1910 Mexican revolution, the owner was
rumored o have tossed his cashbox full of gold coins into the out-
house to stymie looters. [t's never been found, despite years of
backyvard expeditions by local kids, Locared in the tiny town of
"Todos Santos, 50 minutes north of Cabo San Lucas on Baja Califor-
nia’s Pacific coast, the inn is secluded behind heavy wooden doors
that open onto a frescoed sagvafy (arched enory) leading o a brick in-
terior patio and garden. French doors off the patio open onto high-
ceilinged rooms furnished with Spanish Colonial antiques. The
town has preat beaches, biking, and hiking, plus fantastc surf ar
Playa San Pedrito about seven miles up the coast. Doubles cost $85
to $120 per night, including contineneal breakfast. To reserve, call
or fax 011-52-114-30040. —ANDREW RICE

HOTEL MOCKING BIRD HILL. JAMAICA

If life in Jamaica's bed of hedonism, Negril, somertimes feels
like Las Vegas at the beach, life in the Blue Mounrains is like
attending a chapter meeting of the Sierra Club. The island’s
rural southeast corner near Port Antonio is fast becoming Ecov-
ille, Jamaica, and at the center of it all is the Horel Mocking
Bird Hill. From the broad deck of the hotel, a modest villa on a
steep hill about 15 minutes from Port Antonio, the mountains
recede into a misty distance, blue ridge faintly overlapping
blue ridge. Run by two feisty women, Barbara Walker and
Shireen Aga, the horel has ten spartan, airy reoms furnished in
bamboo; all have balconies, most have occan views. During the
day vou can shuttle down to the beach ar Frenchman’s Cove,
go for a leisurely bamboo-raft ride down the Rio Grande, or let
a guide from Valley Hikes take you up into the mountains.
From December 15-April, doubles cost $140-3160; call 876-
993-7267. Unigue Destinations in Rhode Island offers special
sporting packages; call 401-934-3398, —LW.

BLUE LAKE RANCH, COLORADO

If yvou didn't know that you were 11 miles west of Durango, Col-
orado, vou might think you'd landed in the middle of a canvas by
Monet. Seemingly the work of some crazed nocturnal seed-scar-
terer, the grounds of Blue Lake Ranch in lare spring and early
summer are wall-to-wall with bearded iris, The extensive gardens
with views of the 13,000-foot La Plata Mounrains surround a vel-
low clapboard house, converted barn. and assorved cabins and cot-
tages, the remnants of a simple 1910 homestead. Innkeepers
David and Shirley Alford have updated the ranch with Victorian
antiques in some rooms, Southwest furnishings in others. You can
fish for trout from the small lake, visit nearby Mesa Verde Na-
tional Park, or ler the Alfords armange a special guided hike in the
adjacent Ute Mounrain Tribal Park. Rares are 365-3185 in low
season (November 1-April 30), $85-8245 in high season. Call
GT0-385-4537. —LW
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